
Stefan Applis & Matthias Schumann

A cultural travel guide to the capital of North Macedonia

Publication date: spring 2027

To discover Skopje
draft

To date, there is no German travel guide to Skopje that 
focuses on the city and its neighbouring municipalities. 
At the same time, several English-language publications 
concentrate on Skopje‘s architectural developments over 
the centuries, as well as a wide range of academic literature 
on the city‘s diverse social spaces and the political develop-
ments that affect them. 
Travellers from Germany still need to discover many fin-
dings and insights about Skopje and North Macedonia.
The travel guide planned by Mitteldeutscher Verlag Halle 
aims to close this gap so that German-speaking visitors 
to the city will have a comprehensive and handy essential 
guide to the architecture and culture of Skopje by 2028 
at the latest when Skopje will be the European Capital of 
Culture..  

The auhors Stefan Applis und Matthias 
Schumann have been publishing on social, 
political and economic developments in various 
countries in Eastern and South Eastern Europe 
for many years.

https://matthias-schumann.com/

https://stefan-applis-geographien.com/  



Konzept

On the one hand, the planned travel guide will have a solid academic basis; all 
sources used in the book will be referenced so that readers can always form 
their own opinions based on the literature.
On the other hand, many residents of Skopje will have their say about life in 
their city; double pages in reportage style complement the classic travel guide 
format. From these reports, readers can set out to explore Skopje for themsel-
ves and also discover places and spaces on the outskirts.
The guidebook will focus on the city‘s architectural heritage and the everyday 
life that unfolds in the built environment, highlighting the creativity and inge-
nuity with which the inhabitants of Skopje shape the city‘s life, often under 
adverse circumstances.
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In addition, Matthias Schumann‘s 2017 project on modernist architecture in the city 
and people‘s everyday lives in the buildings constructed after the earthquake disaster 
in the 1960s and 1970s forms an essential basis of the travel guide project.
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The planned travel guide will use expressive photography to convey a diffe-
rentiated idea of the city‘s spatial design and its inhabitants‘ diverse everyday 
life.

It is modelled on the Georgian travel guides „Swanetien entdecken“ and 
„Tuschetien entdecken“, published by Mitteldeutscher Verlag Halle, which take 
a geographical and ethnographic approach. The travel guide „Swanetien ent-
decken“ was awarded the Destination Award at the International Tourism Fair 
in Berlin in 2023.
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